


House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

The response to the violence and intimidation directed at refugees in Knowsley has
highlighted the normalised far-right hatred in the UK. We, the undersigned, are alarmed by
the continued failure to adequately address the dangers posed by Islamophobia and racism
against vulnerable people seeking protection and racialised communities in the UK. 

It is evident that there is a clear link between Islamophobia and the increasingly hostile
attitudes towards migrants and refugees. Racism, orientalism and Islamophobia are the
factors that underpinned this mob and yet have been omitted from the narrative that
surrounds how the mob in Knowsley became emboldened to stand outside a hotel and
intimidate refugees. Far-right extremism and hate crimes towards People of Colour and
Muslim communities in the UK has been widespread for a number of years. To see the attack
in Knowsley as an exceptional and unique event is simply untrue. 

With Government Ministers continuing to promote incendiary language labelling asylum
seekers with harmful stereotypes and painting them as unworthy of sanctuary, there must
be accountability for their role in normalising and tacitly endorsing the threats that asylum
seekers now face. As such, the Government must immediately disown such language and
pledge to tackle far right rhetoric inciting hatred against minority groups.

Last week, the Government accepted the recommendations of the Shawcross report which
has been widely criticised for its use of incomplete and skewed evidence to minimise the
threat of the far right. In reality, PREVENT’s own data shows that the highest proportion of
Channel referrals in 2021-2022 concerned extreme right wing ideologies (42% of all Channel
cases). This corresponds to data from the Metropolitan Police Service’s counter-terrorism
unit, with 41% of counter-terrorism arrests and three in four advanced terrorist plots
disrupted by police in 2021 involving individuals affiliated with extreme right wing ideologies.
Meanwhile, 19 out of 20 children under the age of 18 arrested for terrorism offences in 2021
were linked to extreme right wing ideologies.

Ignoring the threat posed by the far right can only culminate in more violence such as that
seen in Knowsley, but also in cases such as the firebombing of an immigration processing
centre in Manston in October 2022, and the mainstreaming of organised intimidation and
abuse of asylum seekers across the UK driven by groups such as Britain First and Patriotic
Alternative. 

FAO: Rishi Sunak MP, Suella Braverman MP, Kemi Badenoch MP, Robert Jenrick MP,
Keir Starmer MP, Yvette Cooper MP, Anneliese Dodds MP, Stephen Kinnock MP.
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https://communitypolicyforum.com/portfolio-item/statement-shawcross-review/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/may/16/terrorism-in-the-uk-the-rising-threat-of-far-right-extremists
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/mar/17/far-right-mimicking-video-games-to-lure-middle-class-children-to-terrorism
https://hopenothate.org.uk/2022/06/20/britain-first-dysfunctional-dangerous-and-in-our-communities/
https://hopenothate.org.uk/2021/11/26/patriotic-alternative-britains-fascist-threat/


Urgently outline a robust strategy to tackle far right ideologies.
Reject the recommendations of the recent Shawcross Review.
Distance themselves from the statements of Government Ministers normalising and
mainstreaming far right hatred against minority groups.
Commit to the protections in the Human Rights Act 1998 as they currently stand and
withdraw any proposals to withdraw from the ECHR.

However, the reluctance of colleagues in numerous corners of society, including those across
the charity sector, to talk about these issues is reductive and failing those they claim to
support. It is disappointing to see the issues and ideology that fuelled this attack being
ignored once again.

At the same time, the Government’s inhumane approach to immigration is exemplified by
provisions in the Bill of Rights (also known as the Rights Removal Bill) and recent suggestions
that the UK could leave the ECHR should the European Court of Human Rights rule against
the Government’s plans for immigration “that would push the boundaries of international
law”. We firmly believe that our society should be rooted in the principles of human rights
and the protection of the rights and dignity of all regardless of where they come from, or
how they arrived in the UK.

As such, we call on the Government and parliamentarians to:
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