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House of Commons 20 February 2023
London
SW1A 0AA

FAO: Rishi Sunak MP, Suella Braverman MP, Kemi Badenoch MP, Robert Jenrick MP,
Keir Starmer MP, Yvette Cooper MP, Anneliese Dodds MP, Stephen Kinnock MP.

The response to the violence and intimidation directed at refugees in Knowsley has
highlighted the normalised far-right hatred in the UK. We, the undersigned, are alarmed by
the continued failure to adequately address the dangers posed by Islamophobia and racism
against vulnerable people seeking protection and racialised communities in the UK.

It is evident that there is a clear link between Islamophobia and the increasingly hostile
attitudes towards migrants and refugees. Racism, orientalism and Islamophobia are the
factors that underpinned this mob and yet have been omitted from the narrative that
surrounds how the mob in Knowsley became emboldened to stand outside a hotel and
intimidate refugees. Far-right extremism and hate crimes towards People of Colour and
Muslim communities in the UK has been widespread for a number of years. To see the attack
in Knowsley as an exceptional and unique event is simply untrue.

With Government Ministers continuing to promote incendiary language labelling asylum
seekers with harmful stereotypes and painting them as unworthy of sanctuary, there must
be accountability for their role in normalising and tacitly endorsing the threats that asylum
seekers now face. As such, the Government must immediately disown such language and
pledge to tackle far right rhetoric inciting hatred against minority groups.

Last week, the Government accepted the recommendations of the Shawcross report which
has been widely criticised for its use of incomplete and skewed evidence to minimise the
threat of the far right. In reality, PREVENT's own data shows that the highest proportion of
Channel referrals in 2021-2022 concerned extreme right wing ideologies (42% of all Channel
cases). This corresponds to data from the Metropolitan Police Service's counter-terrorism
unit, with 41% of counter-terrorism arrests and three in four advanced terrorist plots
disrupted by police in 2021 involving individuals affiliated with extreme right wing ideologies.
Meanwhile, 19 out of 20 children under the age of 18 arrested for terrorism offences in 2021

were linked to extreme right wing ideologies.

Ignoring the threat posed by the far right can only culminate in more violence such as that
seen in Knowsley, but also in cases such as the firebombing of an immigration processing
centre in Manston in October 2022, and the mainstreaming of organised intimidation and
abuse of asylum seekers across the UK driven by groups such as Britain First and Patriotic
Alternative.



https://communitypolicyforum.com/portfolio-item/statement-shawcross-review/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/may/16/terrorism-in-the-uk-the-rising-threat-of-far-right-extremists
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/mar/17/far-right-mimicking-video-games-to-lure-middle-class-children-to-terrorism
https://hopenothate.org.uk/2022/06/20/britain-first-dysfunctional-dangerous-and-in-our-communities/
https://hopenothate.org.uk/2021/11/26/patriotic-alternative-britains-fascist-threat/

However, the reluctance of colleagues in numerous corners of society, including those across
the charity sector, to talk about these issues is reductive and failing those they claim to
support. It is disappointing to see the issues and ideology that fuelled this attack being
ignored once again.

At the same time, the Government’'s inhumane approach to immigration is exemplified by

provisions in the Bill of Rights (also known as the Rights Removal Bill) and recent suggestions
that the UK could leave the ECHR should the European Court of Human Rights rule against
the Government's plans for immigration “that would push the boundaries of international
law”. We firmly believe that our society should be rooted in the principles of human rights
and the protection of the rights and dignity of all regardless of where they come from, or

how they arrived in the UK.

As such, we call on the Government and parliamentarians to:

¢ Urgently outline a robust strategy to tackle far right ideologies.

* Reject the recommendations of the recent Shawcross Review.
e Distance themselves from the statements of Government Ministers normalising and
mainstreaming far right hatred against minority groups.

e Commit to the protections in the Human Rights Act 1998 as they currently stand and

withdraw any proposals to withdraw from the ECHR.

Signed,

Isobel Ingham-Barrow
CEO
Community Policy Form

Abdirahim Hassan
Founder
Coffee Afrik CIC

Shoaib M Khan
Human Rights Lawyer
SMK Law

Ewan Roberts
Centre Manager
Asylum Link Merseyside

Nadeem Ahamed
Founder
Muslim Youth Professionals

Alison Harris
Membership Officer
Jewish Voice for Labour
Greater Manchester

Fizza Qureshi
CEO

Migrants' Rights
Network

Katrina Ffrench
CEO
Unjust

Brian Gormally

Director

Committee on the
Administration of Justice

Lubia Begum-Rob
Director
Prisoners' Advice Service

Nuzhat Ali
Chair
Muslim Women of Merton

Erica Burman
Professor of Education
University of Manchester

Maurice Mcleod
Drug Policy Advocate
Unjust

Jean Demars
Director
Public Interest Law Centre

Kyle Taylor
Founder
Fair Vote

Maria McCloskey
Director

The Public Interest
Litigation Support
Project

Sahar Beg
Director/CEO
MindworksUK

Sarah S (MCH)
Co-Founder

Muslim Community
Helpline

Ali Al
Consultant
Private

Naomi Smith
CEO
Best for Britain

Robert Moore
Secretary

North Wales
Regional
Equality Network

Mr Lee Jasper
Founding Member
Blaksox

Declan Owens
Lawyer
Ecojustice Legal
Action Centre

Mabrur Ahmed
Restless Beings


https://communitypolicyforum.com/portfolio-item/the-rights-removal-bill-briefing/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/sunak-european-human-rights-migrants-b2276204.html?r=2380

Ahammed Hussain
Director

Muslim Public Affairs
Committee UK

Maddie Harris
Director

Human for Rights Network

Anna Pincus
Director

Gatwick Detainees
Welfare Group

Savan Qadir
Project Manager
Refugees for Justice

Nick Harbourne
CEO

Refugee Support Group

Susan Wright
Barrister

Garden Court Chambers

Sarah Vibert
Chief Executive
NCVO

Jay Rubinstein
Director
DISFFEST

lain Stewart
Executive Director
Edinburgh Interfaith
Association

Indy Cross
CEO
Agenda Alliance

Paddy French
Editor
Press Gang

Anna Jones
CEO
RefuAid

Sara Robinson
Director
St Augustine's Centre

Linsay Taylor
Chair
Interfaith Scotland

S. Kothia

Chair

London Muslim
Community Forum
(LMCF)

Caroline Coombs
CEO
Reunite Families UK

Lucy Nabijou
Coordinator
Haringey Welcome

Natalie Smith
Immigration Advisor
Cardinal Hume Centre

Zehrah Hasan
Advocacy Director

The Joint Council for the
Welfare of Immigrants

Eleanor Brown
CEO
CARAS

Weyman Bennett
Co-convenor
Stand Up To Racism

Liz Needham
Chair of Trustees
St Albans for Refugees

Sophie Wickham
Director

Action for Refugees in
Lewisham

Amna Kaleem
Graduate Teaching Assistant
University of Sheffield

Sonya Sceats
Freedom from Torture

Nafeez, Munaf and
Sameeha Rafeek
Co-Presidents

British Muslim Society Youth

Dr Natalia Paszkiewicz
Project Lead
Da'aro Youth Project

Michaela Benson
Professor in Public
Sociology

Lancaster University

Jazeel Fazy
President
British Muslim Society

Enver Solomon
CEO
Refugee Council

Aurelien Mondon
Senior Lecturer
University of Bath

Robert Lizar
Director
RLS

Aderonke Apata
Founder and CEO

African Rainbow Family

Mark Goldring
Director
Asylum Welcome

Nina Houghton
Member

Merseyside Solidarity
Knows No Borders

Parveen Ishaq
ELREC

Clive Parry

Director
Association for Real
Change

Efi Stathopoulou
Programmes Manager
Refugee Legal Support

Fuad Mahamed
CEO

Ashley Community
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Faiza Mukith
CEO

Islamophobia Response
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lona Taylor
Advocacy and
Campaigns Lead

Positive Action in Housing

Jenny Manson
Co-chair
Jewish Voice for Labour

Dr Layla Aitlhadj
Director
Prevent Watch

Felicity Pike

Chair

Herts For Refugees and
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Jenny Kassman

Member
Labour Party; JVL

William Nicholas
Gomes

Director

The William Gomes
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Amina Mangera
Community Activist
Unionist

Amber Bauer
CEO
forRefugees

Jan Marsden
UNITE Community

Rayla Javaid
Vice President
Association of
Muslim Lawyers

John Holmwood
Co-Director
People's Review of
Prevent

Snjezana Bokuli¢
Chair of the Board
of Trustees
Greenwich Refugee
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Enterprise

Raghad Altikriti
Chair

Muslim Assocation
of Britain

Jess Edwards
Executive member
NEU

Prof. S. Sayyid
Professor
University of Leeds

Brian Cathcart
Journalist

Azhar Qayum
CEO
MEND

Phil Champain
Director

The Faith and Belief
Forum

Lizzi Ibrahim-Lewis
Founding partner
Save Our
Citizenships

Jakir Ahmed

Vice President
FOSIS (Federation
of Student Islamic
Societies)



Jess Edwards
Executive member
NEU

Lara Parizotto &
Alex Bulat
Co-directors
Migrant
Democracy
Project

Aké Achi
Founding Chief
Executive of
Migrants at Work
LTD and

CEO

Black Europeans



